
Educating students for successful careers 

Most people think of PASSHE universities as places to 
go to earn a four-year undergraduate or graduate 
degree.  With more than 250 degree and certificate 
programs in more than 120 areas of study, the 14 
PASSHE universities and their various branch 
campuses certainly fulfill that mission. 

But PASSHE universities also offer a variety of two-
year programs, as well.  Over the last six years, 
PASSHE universities have awarded 650 associate 
degrees in nursing, helping to fill a critical need in 
Pennsylvania.  The universities offer programs that 
educate other medical and healthcare workers, and 
they train many of the municipal police officers who 
protect communities across the Commonwealth.  

In many areas of Pennsylvania, where a community 
college is not conveniently located, PASSHE 
universities are meeting students’ and employers’ 
needs by offering both associate degree programs, as 
well as a wide range of continuing education and 
career development programs. 

It’s another way PASSHE is serving the 
Commonwealth, while helping to ensure students 
succeed in their careers and their lives. 
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Meeting Employers’ needs 

PASSHE universities are actively engaged with   
employers across the Commonwealth, providing a 
variety of job-training and other career                 
development programs. In 2009-10, the              
universities combined for more than 80,000 course 
enrollments in workforce development programs, 
including customized job training, WEDNet and 
direct collaborations with business. PASSHE     
supports five Small Business Development Centers 
(SBDCs) and 11 Entrepreneurial Leadership      
Centers. 
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Associate Degree Programs                      
Top 10 Fields of Study 

Degrees 
Awarded* 

 Nursing - Registered Nurse Training 650 

 Criminal Justice 245 

 Industrial Production Technologies 177 

 Liberal Arts and Sciences/Liberal Studies 146 

 Business Administration and Management 138 

 Physical Therapist Assistant 123 

 Health/Medical Assisting Services 94 

 Elementary Education and Teaching 69 

 Social Work 51 

 Medical Radiologic Technology 51 

 Total Associate Degrees Awarded 2,306 

Partnering for Pennsylvania’s future 

PASSHE was a key     
member of the historic 
KINBER collaborative that 
received $99.7 million in 
federal funding for the  
construction and         
management of a      
broadband network, 
which, when completed in 
2013, will run through 39 
Pennsylvania counties, 22 of which are currently 
unserved or underserved in terms of broadband 
service.  

This broadband “superhighway” will have          
approximately 60 off ramps sited at institutions of 
higher education and healthcare facilities and will 
offer access to the public                                     
sector, including pre-20                                        
education, research                                                
facilities, healthcare                                               
networks and providers,                                        
libraries, local                                                       
governments and                                                 
economic development                                          
entities. 

* Since 2004-05 


